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task he had nothing but his capacity for hard work and his
own merit to rely on. Early in his career, he had discarded
subservience to authority as a means of advancement in ser-
vice, but he more than made up for it by displaying a genius
for administration which the most prejudiced critic of
Indian administrators could not deny.
After his initial appointment as Assistant Magistrate,
Alipur, Romesh Chunder Dutt had several other assignments
until the famine of 1874 when he was appointed Relief Offi-
cer, Meherpur, in the District of Nadia. In this post he
distinguished himself and was officially commended for
good work. At the same time, however, he developed
differences with the British planters of the District which
threatened to retard his career.
In a letter to his elder brother he referred to this epi-
sode in words, characteristically his, which throw a flood
of light on his attitude towards personal advancement in life
even at this early stage of his career. He wrote : "But
one has no resource but to receive fortune's smiles and
buffets with equal grace. My own prospect is not very
bright When I was last at Krishnagar, Mr. Stevens in-
formed me that I had a fair chance of being an Officiating
Joint Magistrate within a year. The representations of the
planters have, I have reasons to know, prejudiced both the
Magistrate and the Commissioner, and it may be years be-
fore I am recommended to be a Joint. But I feel a pride
in being thus a martyr to my duty. I was not born to
wealth or to good fortunev but I live to do my duty, and
that inspires me with an exaltation to which rich men's
pleasures are nothing."
The most difficult assignment at this stage of his career
came to Romesh Dutt in 1876 when he was sent to Dakhin
Shahbazpur to fight the after-effects of a devastating cyclone
which followed in the wake of the" famine of 1874. The

